
SAINT BERNADETTE PASTORAL COUNCIL 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 MEETING 

 
Fr. Jeff’s TRAVEL AWAY FROM THE PARISH is over for now, although he does still have monthly Guard 
duty.  His time away from the parish is not unique.  Many pastors have other duties based on their gifts, his 
is with the military service.  He will have one more deployment, which is an operational deployment, meaning 
he will not have the ability to communicate with the staff and parish.  It will begin after Ash Wednesday.  The 
plan is still for an associate to come and assist.  Until that time we have Fr Pepper.  Fr Goodwin will also 
come to help during Fr Jeff's deployment.   
 
Fr Jeff and parish leadership remain realistic about the COVID threat but do not feel there will be another 
shut down because the vaccine has had a positive impact.  We are committed to protecting those who 
cannot be vaccinated which is primarily our children.  School is going well so far.  Fr Jeff feels that the next 
six months need to be focused on the pastoral care of our parish and not new initiatives 
 
Kelley Magnuson is the NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP; this is a 20-hour position.  She is doing 
very well and has been helping Fr Pepper with sacraments.  Parish Center staff is also looking to hire a 20 
hour a week position for NEIGHBOR CARE.  This position will oversee external services such as Habitat for 
Humanity, St Vincent DePaul, etc., and internal divorce care and grief care groups.   
 
The PASTORAL COUNCIL BLESSING will be held on October 3rd at 8:30 am Mass, with a picture afterward. 
 
Angela Schmelz has accepted the position of VICE-CHAIR FOR PASTORAL COUNCIL. 
 
NEXT MEETING: October 7, 2021 at 6:30pm. 
 
 
Submitted by 2020-21 Pastoral Council Members: Megan Elmore, Ryan Fischer, Rachel Ford, Jean-Paul 
Habimana, Mick Hamberg, Joe Howard, Rita Owens, Kelli Selvage, Angela Schmelz, and Dawn Taylor. 


